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With the worldwide growth in ecotourism activity over the last 20 years, th
ere is a growing concern about the cumulative impacts of tourism on the ec
ological resource base and environments which ecotourism utilizes. As Nicho
Ison-Lord (1997: 18) poignantly argued, the world, clearly, is not going to s
top taking holidays but equally clearly we can no longer afford to ignore th
e consequences. And if one of the major culprits has been the industrializati
on of travel, a genuine post-industrial tourism, with the emphasis on people
and places rather than products and profits, could turn
out to be significantly more planet-friendly. Honey (1999: 83) questioned wh
ether ecotourism was a form of post-industrial tourism which might turn out
to be the savior of the tourism industry since ' ecotourism is not a panace
a. At present it is a set of interconnected principles whose full implementati
on presents multi-layered problems and challenges. There are, in fact, pressi
ng issues surrounding ecotourism that are crying out for deeper investigation',
not the least of which is the impact of tourism. This chapter examines the
existing literature on how to analyze the Impact of tourism activity, thereb



y developing a framework within which to analyze the impact of ecotourism.

This necessitates a discussion of impact methodologies and the economic, s
ociocultural and environmental impacts of ecotourism. An understanding of t
hese issues is fundamental to any debate which seeks to attribute the costs
and benefits of ecotourism in specific locations, and make overall assessmen
ts on the role of ecotourism in tourism development in specific locations. T
he principles of ecotourism activity, as small scale and locally based, are oft
en used to justify its development and beneficial effects for communities thr
ough their empowerment in the development process and in relation to resou
rce conservation. This chapter critically evaluates the validity of such assum
ptions and examines the evidence to support or refute such assessments as
well as the methodologies used to monitor ecotourism
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